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Considering the Collection &
The Day You Were Thinking About the Sibyl While You Were Picking
Autumn Leaves An Insert by Ana Torfs

The format Considering the Collection & An Insert by ... features highlights from the
collection of the Paintings Gallery showcased alongside installations and groups of works
conceived as inserts by contemporary artists and incorporated into the temporary
arrangement from the permanent collection. The insert by Belgian artist Ana Torfs is the
third intervention in this series.

Entitled The Day You Were Thinking About the Sibyl While You Were Picking Autumn
Leaves, the new cycle of works by Ana Torfs consists of 28 Jacquard tapestries and is
being shown to the public for the first time. During the time of the momentous Covid
pandemic, the artist revisits Virgil's ancient epic Aeneid. It was probably no coincidence
that, while collecting all sorts of brightly coloured autumn leaves on her walks at the same
time, she thinks back to the Sibyl of Cumae, who led Aeneas into the underworld and wrote
her prophecies down on leaves. Torfs dries the collected leaves between the pages of
international newspapers. She then photographs these arrangements and finally has them
woven into large-format tapestries, supplemented with personal anaphors, verse-like
sayings.

The result is a fragmentary tableau of the state of our world as it is today and one person’s
reflections on it. The lyrical fabric affords the fleeting nature of quotidian life a supposed
permanence through the medium of textiles, emphasising the nature of a historically
memorable present whose repercussions on the future are unforeseeable. Just as the
breeze scattered the leaves with the Sybil’s prophecies, it seems impossible to draw any
reliable prospects for action from the incessant flow of media broadcasts; the course of the
world follows principles that embrace interests that are largely particular in nature and not
necessarily rational, often losing sight of the big picture in the process. And given the
possibilities offered by manipulative digital processes, news events remain increasingly
Sibylline and, indeed, enigmatic.

Pandemic events such as the Black Death have always accompanied art history against
the backdrop of end-times eschatology. Depictions of Sibyls have been a popular motif in
art history since the late Middle Ages; indeed, they represent an iconographic and
mythological tradition that can be seen from the historical perspective of the ever-shifting
evaluation of female prophecy.

Ana Torfs’s installation is juxtaposed with historical works from the art collections of the
Academy itself and Vienna'’s Kunsthistorisches Museum. Torfs’s works were produced in
collaboration with TextielLab, the specialist workshop of the Textielmuseum Tilburg.

Ana Torfs was born in 1963 and lives and works in Brussels. Her diverse sources are
viewed anew through the lens of the present. Ultimately, all we perceive are echoes of the
original material: playful and poetic transpositions that give rise to shifts in meaning and
interpretation. Torfs is interested in worlds that unfold through words, like the travelogue of
Christopher Columbus, which she references in her phantasmagoria The Parrot & the
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Nightingale (2014); elsewhere she considers the official Latin names of 25 plants in Family
Plot (2010), a series of six ‘wandering words’ in TXT (Engine of Wandering Words) (2013), or
the multifaceted stories behind 20 synthetic dyesin [...] STAIN [...] (2012). The relationship
between text and image plays a pivotal role in her oeuvre — as do all the associated
processes of visualisation, interpretation, manipulation and translation. In her multi-layered
installations, Torfs uses a wide range of media and materials such as slide projections,
sound, film, text, video, photography, textiles, digital media, xerography, sculptural objects
and prints.

Torfs has had solo exhibitions amongst others at MUAC in Mexico City in 2021, Bozar in
2020 and WIELS in Brussels in 2014, the Generali Foundation in Vienna in 2010, K21 —
Kunstsammlung Nordrhein-Westfalen in Disseldorf in 2010, and in 2006 the daadgalerie in
Berlin and the GAK Gesellschaft fir Aktuelle Kunst, Bremen. A solo show of her works is
planned for 2027 at the S.M.A.K. in Ghent. Ana Torfs has also participated in numerous
international group exhibitions.

Curated by Sabine Folie and Synne Genzmer

Considering the Collection ... focuses on works from the Baroque period, first and foremost
from the legacy of Anton Franz de Paula Graf Lamberg-Sprinzenstein in 1822, and on
works from the ambit of Vienna’s Academy of Fine Arts around 1800. On display alongside
popular masterpieces such as Anthony van Dyck’s Self-Portrait, Bartolomé Esteban
Murillo’s Young Boys Playing Dice and Martin Ferdinand Quadal’s The Life Class at the
Vienna Academy in the St Anne Building are rarely seen works that include Pond in a Forest
by Jacob van Ruisdael, Peddler by Godfried Schalcken, and Self-Portrait by Friedrich von
Amerling. Flower Piece by Rachel Ruysch and the Trompe I’Oeil Still Life by Samuel van
Hoogstraten now return to the exhibition rooms after a long absence. The video
Vielschichtig [Multilayered] provides an insight into a restoration project on works by Lucas
Cranach the Elder at the Paintings Gallery. There are repeated references between the
paintings in the collection and the 28 tapestries by Ana Torfs, divided into four sections of
seven pieces each.

Works by Willem van Aelst, Friedrich von Amerling, Herri met de Bles, Hieronymus Bosch,
Dieric Bouts, Ugo da Carpi, Joos van Cleve, Bartolomeo Coriolano, Lucas Cranach the
Elder, Giuseppe Maria Crespi, Domenico Cunego, Anthony van Dyck, Barent Fabritius,
Heinrich Friedrich Flger, Jan Fyt, Luca Giordano, Jan van Goyen, Jean-Baptiste Greuze,
Hans Baldung Grien, Workshop Jan van den Hoecke, Jacob Jordaens, Johann Baptist von
Lampi the Younger, Nicola Malinconico, Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, Giovanni Battista
Piranesi, Martin Ferdinand Quadal, Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn, Peter Paul Rubens,
Jacob van Ruisdael, Isaack van Ruisdael, Giovanni Andrea Sirani, Circle Elisabetta Sirani,
Francesco Solimena, Pierre Subleyras, Ferdinand Georg Waldmdiiller and others

Graphic works after Michelangelo Buonarroti, Giacomo Conca, Vicenzo Dolcibene,
Francesco Giangiacomo, Girolamo Francesco Mazzola known as Il Parmigianino, Guido
Reni, Raffaelo Santi known as Raphael

Curated by Claudia Koch
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Exhibition

Considering the Collection &
The Day You Were Thinking About the Sibyl While You Were Picking Autumn Leaves
An Insert by Ana Torfs

Exhibtion: 3 October 2025 — 30 August 2026
Opening: 2 October 2025, 7 pm
Press tour: 2 October 2025, 11 am

Location: Akademie der bildenden Kiinste Wien, Paintings Gallery
Schillerplatz 3, 1010 Vienna; +43 1588 16 2201
Opening hours: daily except Monday, 10 am to 6 pm

Lektionen / Lessons
The exhibition is accompanied by lectures as part of the Lektionen / Lessons series.

Guided tour

in the exhibition The Day You Were Thinking About the Sibyl While
You Were Picking Autumn Leaves An Insert by Ana Torfs

with Sabine Folie, curator, and Ana Torfs, artist (in English)
3.10.2025, 4 pm

Curator’s tour

Considering the Collection & An Insert by Ana Torfs
with Synne Genzmer and Claudia Koch (in German)
2.12.2025, 4 pm

Overview tours
on Sundays, 10.30 am

Publication on the exhibition

3 The Day You Were Thinking About the Sibyl While You Were Picking Autumn Leaves

An Insert by Ana Torfs

The publication accompanying the exhibition is part of the art collection series Considering
the Collection & An Insert by ..., edited by Sabine Folie.

For all the latest event dates and information, please visit our homepage:
www.kunstsammlungenakademie.at

Download link for the digital press kit and press photos for the exhibition:
https://www.kunstsammlungenakademie.at/en/information/press/
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